Appl. No.: 09/838420 

Amendment and Reply to Office action of July 2, 2004 
Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listin g of Claims : 

1 . (Currently amended) A method of processing user defined boolean variables 
in a multi dimensional spreadsheet (200) comprising a plurality of cells identified 
by a cell address along each dimension, said method comprising the steps of: 

defining one or a plurality of boolean variables in a table (400) , whereby said 
boolean variables are managed : 

referencing said one or plurality of boolean variables in one or a plurality of cells; 

a cti vating one ui p l ural i ty of uuu lean variab l es i n said table ( 1 00); and 

determining the content of said cell or plurality of cells depending on whether 
said one or plu i dli l y of boolean variab l es arc d o nated or n o t in sa i d table i. 
whPmin each of hoolean y ariahtes can be set as "True" or "False," and 
im pact the content of a cell within an electronic sp readsheet. 

2. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein said step of 
defining one or a plurality of boolean variables in a table, comprises the further 
steps of: 

for each defined boolean variable: 

assigning a name (311) and storing in the table (400) said name (403); 
Medina a status value (303) de p e n di n g on wheU iu H i e boole a n variab l e r 
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a c tivated or not Land 

storing in the table said status value (404) . 



wherein s* 



165 the 



step ot 



updating in the table the status value (304, 404) of the one or plurality of 
activat e d boolean variables. 

4. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein the step of 
determining the content of said cell or plurality of cells depending un whether tmirf 
o ne ui ulmal il y of b oole a n .a . iabloc a . e a d U dto d or not, comprises the further 
step of: 

d e t e nn ining. .cfc rrl ny t o t he table ( 4 UU) , » IilU.u U .l o n r u. Uil p lural^ of 
bool ean .a .i ab lc o l e fuuicu J in the ce l l o. u lu . alU, u f c ello a n abated or not ; 

computing the value of said cell or plurality of cells according to the value of sa.d 
one or plurality of activated boolean variables. 

5. (Previously presented) The method according to claim 1 comprising the further 

step of: 

changing in the table (400) the name (311) of one or a plurality of boolean 



variables. 
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6. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein said step of 
selecting a status value (303) Ue p e i. di . i y u n whe tl . e . U i u Uuu I c j i i v n rinhl n h 
a cti vated or not -comprises the further steps of: 

setting the status value of the boolean variable to "true" i f sa id bool e an var i abl e 
is a cti vated, and_ Lpj 

setting the status value of the boolean variables to "false" ir said boolean 
var i able is nu l activated . 

7. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 1 comprising the further 
step of: 

setting the value of the boolean variable to one when the status value is 
"true"[[,]]_i or 

setting the value of the boolean variable to zero when the status value is "false . 

8 (Previously presented) The method according to claim 1 wherein said steps of 
assigning a name, changing the name, selecting a status value, updating the 
status value are executed by means of an interactive user interface. 

9 (Currently amended) The method according to claim 4 8 wherein said 
interactive user interface comprises a dialog box (300) displayed on a screen 
(106) of a computer system (100). 

10. (Currently amended) A system (100) comprising means-auapleU for carrying 
o ut the me thod accordi n g to claim 1 
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f, „ ^rfininn rn~ ~ - r'""' "Y " h ™ lea " variablesmaja^^ 
hnnlean var i aNpg arfi managed; 

^ fa, reference - r mnraliw nf hnnkvw variables in one or a 

plurality of rails: and 

mc „ns for determi ™" intent of said cell or plurality of cells;. 

■■.^ ~* nf said ■ ^riahle* can ho -nt r. 'Tme" or "Fa , lse: and 

im part the conte nt of a rail within an electronic spreadsheet. 

1 1 (Currently amended) A computer -usable medium program- comprising 
computer readable instructions adapted for carrying out the method according to 

claim 1 . 
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